
Ashbourne Church News 20/03/2026 

 

Welcome to this week's newsletter 

Included in this newsletter is all the news, music and readings for this week, together with 

articles from some of our regular church groups. 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or wish to submit any material to be included, 

please email: parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk 

If you have not already subscribed to receive an email reminder when a new update to the 

newsletter is available, you can subscribe here. 

Church and Parish Office Opening Times 

St Oswald's Church is open daily from 10am to 5pm 

• Bell Ringing Practice: Wednesday evenings from 19.30 to 21.00 

• Choir Practice: Friday evenings from 19.00 to 20.00 

The Parish Office is open 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 

Telephone: 01335 343052 

If you need a priest urgently, please call 01335 664159. 

Pastoral Contact 

If you would like to contact a member of the clergy team to discuss any pastoral matter please 

telephone 01335 664159. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=1
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/groups/
https://parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://ashbournechurch.kit.com/493548d9e1


Find Us on Instagram and Facebook 

To keep up with the latest church news, please follow us on our Facebook Page. 

We now have a new Instagram account too.  

Electoral Roll Revision 2026 

The Electoral Roll is the list of all those who want to be considered part of a church and allows 

you to take part in the Annual Meeting or stand for election to the Parochial Church Council of 

that church. This year we are just revising our Rolls so if you are already on an Electoral Roll, you 

need take no further action.  

If you would like to join the Roll you need: 

• to be baptised 

• to be at least 16 years old, and  

• either live in the (Church) Parish, or 

• have attended worship in the Parish during the 6 months prior to enrolment.  

Forms to fill in are available from Church, on the website, or from the Parish Office (email: 

parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk, phone: 01335 343052).    

The Rolls for St Oswald and St Mary’s (Mapleton) will be revised between 23rd and 27th March. 

The completed forms should be returned to the Office by 23rd March.  

This revision also applies to Clifton, Norbury, and Snelston churches. Please ask the Electoral Roll 

Officer or Churchwarden of the respective church about their arrangements.  

Spring Highlights 

Well, the weather has been wonderful this week, a welcome change from the dull wet weather 

of January and February, the warm spring sunshine has certainly had an effect, plants and trees 

are in bud, and tulips and daffodils are everywhere.  

But the highlight of my spring garden is my magnolia tree, it’s a mature tree of about 20 foot in 

height, and year in year out it delights us with its beautiful blossom. The trouble is it’s very 

difficult to get a photo of, in fact to see it properly you have to look down on it from a bedroom 

window. For it’s beautiful blooms, point upwards, towards the heavens, and standing below we 

only get a glimpse of its beauty.  

https://www.facebook.com/ashbournechurch
https://www.instagram.com/ashbournechurch/
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/info-notices/pcc/
mailto:parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk


I think it’s really amazing that every spring, this beautiful tree offers up it’s blossoms to the 

heavens. It echoes these verses from Psalm 148:1, 8-9, 13 NIVUK  

“Praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord from the heavens;  praise him in the heights above.  lightning 

and hail, snow and clouds,  stormy winds that do his bidding,  you mountains and all hills,  fruit 

trees and all cedars,  Let them praise the name of the Lord,  for his name alone is 

exalted;  his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.”   

So yes, I struggle to get a photo of this beautiful tree but, each time I look at it, it comes as a 

reminder, that we too should should offer up the best that we have in praise and worship of 

The Lord. 

God Bless   

Lynda   

Read Ministry Thought for the Week on the website. 

 

 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=3


Reader in Training Observational Placement 

We are pleased to be welcoming Elizabeth Hitch to our services at St Oswald’s starting next 

week for six weeks. She is training to be a Reader (Licensed Lay Minister) and will be with us in 

an observational capacity. Because she comes from a different church tradition and size, please 

do answer any questions she might have about how/why we do services the way we do. Please 

introduce yourself and make her feel welcome! 

Services 

Weekly Online Service 

Each week a recorded service is prepared which can be streamed from the Ashbourne Group of 

Churches website. 

The service is normally recorded in one of the churches in the Ashbourne Group on the 

Thursday prior to the Sunday. 

Recorded Services 

This week's recorded service can be downloaded using the following link:  

Morning Prayer for Lent 5 from St.Mary's, Mappleton 

The next recording will be a Holy Communion service and will be recorded on Thursday 26th 

March at St Oswald's, Ashbourne starting at 10:30am prompt. 

Everyone is welcome to join the recording. 

https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://youtu.be/nI6uQNRjzt4


Songs of Praise, St Peter's, Snelston 

 

St Peter's, Snelston, invites you to a joint Songs of Praise with the Ashbourne Group of Churches 

on 22nd March at 4 :00 p.m. Please come and join us for a joyful service with tea, coffee and 

cakes afterwards. 

Ashbourne Group of Churches  - Services 

Find Services and Events in the Calendar 

All of the Ashbourne Group of Churches services can be found on the website in the Calendar. 

You can also see forthcoming events taking place in Church and in the Church Hall. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


 

Sunday 22nd March 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

16:00  - Songs of Praise, St Peter's Snelston 

(There is no evening service at St Oswald's) 

Sunday 29th March  - Palm Sunday 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Tenebrae, St Oswald's  

Monday 30th March  - Easter Monday 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Tuesday 31st March 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Wednesday 1st April 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Thursday 2nd April  - Maundy Thursday 



17:30  - Reflective family walk up Thorpe Cloud, St Leonard's Church, Thorpe, DE6 2AW 

19:00  - Holy Communion, stripping of the altar 

Friday 3rd April  - Good Friday 

12:00  - Walk of Witness, meet at Sainsbury's Car Park 

14:00  - Last Hour at the Cross, St Oswald's 

19:00  - Music Reflection, St Oswald's 

Sunday 5th April  - Easter Sunday 

06:00  - Sunrise Eucharist, St Oswald's 

08:00  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

09:45  - Holy Communion, St Peter's, Snelston 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

11:15  - Holy Communion, St Mary and St Barlock, Norbury 

16:00  - Family Service, Holy Trinity, Clifton 

18:30  - Choral Evensong, St Oswald's 

 



 

Walks of Witness and Reflection  - Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

 



 



Breakfast Church 

 

Launch of Messy Church at St Oswald's 

We are really excited about the launch of our new Messy Church service for the whole family on 

Sunday 26 April at 4.00pm in the Church Hall.   

Messy Church is fundamentally about people just coming in all their messiness with all their 

messy lives! A fun and vibrant new community with crafts, games, stories, and a free meal for 

all ages. No experience of crafts (or church) necessary, just bring your curiosity! 



 

Anna Chaplaincy in Ashbourne Group of Churches 

 

We are very pleased that Lindsay Walker has felt a calling and will soon begin training to 

become an Anna Chaplain, based out of St Oswald’s, Ashbourne. It will help support our aim to 

combat loneliness and anxiety - and demonstrate how much we value some of our more mature 

congregation members. A wise person in the congregation said: ‘They have a lifetime of love; a 

lifetime of living; experiences profound and wisdom for sure - a gift to us all - if only we can 

learn to listen.’ Thank you to Lindsay for her call to this ministry, and for writing the following 

brief explanation to provide more background for us: 

What is Anna Chaplaincy? 

Anna Chaplaincy is one of the leading UK charities offering training and networking in older 

people’s ministry. A ministry of BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) Ministries, it enables local 

churches to offer high-quality spiritual care to older people in the community who may be of 

strong, little, or no faith. 

The title “Anna” is inspired by Anna in Luke’s Gospel - an older, faithful widow who, with Simeon, 

recognised the baby Jesus as the Messiah. Her story reflects the heart of this ministry: offering 



hope, compassion, and a prophetic voice, especially to those who have experienced loss or 

bereavement. Fittingly, the name Anna means gift or grace. 

Anna Chaplains are accountable to their Church or Ministry Team and work alongside existing 

church initiatives. They serve older people of all backgrounds with person-centred care, 

including listening, enabling, and honouring the wisdom and experience that older people may 

have to offer in their lives. 

Many Anna Chaplains feel a clear sense of calling, often later in life. As I begin my training in 

April, I would be grateful if you would remember me in your prayers. 

Lindsay Walker 



Music at St Oswald's 

 

On Sunday 22nd, we are pleased that 18 choristers from St Anselm’s School at Bakewell are 

joining us for our 10.30 service. We have enjoyed a long association with the school which 

works well for us and for them. They will be bringing parents too so do please come and make 

them welcome whilst enjoying a full choir. Just to make it all extra special, please support the 

Songs of Praise service at Snelston at 4.00 which is a joint service for all six of our churches. 

There are seven good hymns to suit all tastes. Just remember that there will be no service at St 

Oswald’s in the evening.  



Tenebrae - Palm Sunday 29th March, 6.30 p.m.  

This is a short evening service full of dramatic moments to bring a fuller understanding of the 

Passion of Our Lord to us. It very reflective and meaningful to those who are there and helps us 

find a deeper connection of the events of Holy Week. Please do come along.  

Readings 

March Readings 

 



22nd March: Lent 5 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

In his vision, Ezekiel finds himself in a valley of dry bones. God’ s Spirit,  his breath which gave 

life to creation, will now give new life to the Jews in exile. 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 

Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

John 11.1-45 (shortened) 

Now Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha was ill, so the sisters sent a 

message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ When Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does 



not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 

Though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer where he was. After this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea 

again.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been dead for four days. When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her, ‘The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.’ When Mary heard it, she went to Jesus and kneeling at his feet, said 

to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved and said, 

‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. 

Then Jesus, greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 

Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because 

he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Jesus looked upwards and said, 

‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had 

said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, 

and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him. 

Something to think about 

Jesus’s act of raising Lazarus (like his meeting with the Samaritan woman) is only recorded by 

John. Jesus had known the family so it was natural that they turned to him when Lazarus fell ill. 

Jesus’s surprising delay ensured that he could reassure the family of what was to come, and of 

how God’s life-giving power was at work in all that wold take place. 

Collect 



True and humble King, 

the crowd hailed you as Messiah then turned against you: 

may our praise last longer than a day; 

may we be found beside you on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory. 

Post Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Evensong 

There are no readings for Evensong as there is no service at St Oswald's because there is Songs 

of Praise at Snelston, at 4pm, instead. 

Please remember in your prayers this week 

Those who are unable to be with us in church, including Diana & Edmund Urquhart, Linda Torr, 

Arthur and  Barbara Williams, the Reverend Joe and Mrs. Gillie Lister.. 

Those who are ill, especially Graham Price, Pam Phillips, Reina Hammond and Neil Burns. 

The recently bereaved, especially the relatives and friends of Alan Wibberley and Thomas Limer. 

Areas of conflict: the Ukraine, the Middle East and too many others. 

Our local churches. 

Our Ministry Team: Dwayne, Maggie, Nigel  & Lynda 



Activities at St Oswald's 

 

Notices 

Dates for your Diary 

• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - closing session for Retreat in Daily Life 

• Tuesday 24th March @ 13:00  - Ossie's Potters 

• Tuesday 31st March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

• Wednesday 1st April @ 10:00  - Carers Count 

Get Involved 

• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - St Oswald's Church  - Retreat in Daily Life closes 

• Saturday 1st August  - Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

See Forthcoming Events on the website. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


Palm Sunday Dramatised Reading 

On Sunday, 29th March we will be following our Palm Sunday tradition of a dramatised setting 

of the Gospel read by members of the congregation as part of our morning service. This year, it 

is based on the Gospel according to St Matthew. Anyone is welcome to take part and a sign-up 

sheet will be available in the South transept on Sunday, 1st March for those interested.  

I plan to hand out the scripts on Sunday, 15th March after Morning Service and also arrange a 

brief practice before coffee on 22nd March. If you have any questions in the meantime, do 

please speak to me at church or contact me on 07969 989818.  

Look forward to seeing you! 

Debbie Ashton-Cleary 

Bookstall 

With spring in the air and Easter fast approaching the bookstall has had a fresh range of cards 

added – please do take a look! 

The biggest selection of Easter cards we’ve had, plus age specific birthdays, baptism and more. 

Support your church and bring joy to your family and friends! 

Many thanks 

Sarah Morris 

Candlelight Experience at St John's 

Following the recent Lumos concert, a Hans Zimmer Candlelight Experience is planned at St 

John's Church on Saturday 18th April with two performances - 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Tickets 

are available online.  

https://www.lumos-experiences.com/events/ashbourne


 

 



Quiet Day 

 

East Midlands Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

The Diocese of Derby, along with the Dioceses of Leicester and Lincoln, has come together to 

offer a Pilgrimage to Taizé for young adults aged 18-35, which will take place from August 1-9 

this year.  

Taizé is an ecumenical Christian community in Southern France which produces the beautiful 

contemplative worship music familiar to many. Its mission is to reach young people throughout 

the world.  

https://www.taize.fr/en/


If you are interested in spending a week camping with a global and monastic community, we will 

be making this pilgrimage together, travelling and camping as a group from across the East 

Midlands. The trip will cost approximately £350, and priority is given to young adults aged 18-35.  

For more information, contact the Rev’d Dwayne Engh by email: vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk. 

To book, click here. 

 

Walking and Rambling with St Oswalds 

St Oswald's has a choice of two walking groups. 

The Ramblers group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, starts walking at 10.00am and 

covers approximately 5 miles. 

The Walking group meets on the last Saturday of the month, starts walking at 9.30am and 

covers approximately 10 miles. 

Ramblers Group Dates (All rambles start at 10 a.m.) 

• Monday 13th April 2026 

Walking Group Dates (All walks start at 9:30 a.m.) 

https://vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://learn.lincoln.anglican.org/learning-resources/east-midlands-youth-pilgrimage-to-taize-2026/


• Saturday 28th March 2026 

Gill 

Email : paulgillelliott@outlook.com 

St Aelred's Pilgrim Trail 

The walking group have decided on their challenge for 2026.  We are going to walk the St 

Aelred’s Pilgrim Trail from 1st to 8th May 2026.  This is a 41 mile pilgrimage linking the 9 

churches of Upper Ryedale and Helmsley with Rievaulx Abbey. 

Aelred of Hexham was a Cistercian monk and from 1147 – 1167 he was Abbot of Rievaulx.  He 

wrote on Christian friendship and was gifted with wisdom to lead. 

 

Giving and Donations 

Donate to St Oswald's 

If you would like to set up a regular payment to St Oswald's Church then you can do so through 

the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).. You can find out more information on the PGS website where 

you can also set up a regular payment. 

Alternatively you can telephone the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1260 to set up a payment. 

(The PGS code for St Oswald's Church is 120612186). 

 

Give a Little 

St Oswald's church is open every day of the week. If you would like to make a donation to the 

work of St Oswald's Church you can do so from the Give a Little website. 

https://paulgillelliott@outlook.com/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashbourne-st-oswald-ashbourne
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/fe31ad06-1a7e-48cf-a239-871c41a4f052


 

Easyfundraising 

St Oswald's Church is registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Since joining we have raised over £400, and that is 

with only 27 supporters. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It ’s completely FREE 

and only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page by >> CLICKING HERE 

 

Safeguarding 

Keeping People Safe 

We are committed to ensuring that our church is a safe place for everyone and take the 

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. We adhere to safeguarding rules 

laid down by the Church of England and the diocese of Derby. 

Report a Safeguarding Concern: Protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults is the 

responsibility of us all, whether they are in the communities in which we live or part of our 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stoswaldspcashbourne


Christian family. If you have a concern about a child, young person or adult who may be at risk 

of harm please speak to the parish safeguarding coordinator. 

The contact details are: 

Celia Dickinson, Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) 

Mobile: 07754 883935 

If you have concerns about a member of the clergy or an employee of the church please contact 

the Diocesan Safeguarding. To confidentially report a safeguarding concern please complete 

the Safeguarding Concern Form or call 01332 388678. You can also report any concerns to the 

Police or Social Care. The important thing is that your concerns are shared with someone in a 

position to help. 

https://derby.anglican.org/en/report-a-safeguarding-concern.html
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