
Ashbourne Church News 27/02/2026 

 

Welcome to this week's newsletter 

Included in this newsletter is all the news, music and readings for this week, together with 

articles from some of our regular church groups. 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or wish to submit any material to be included, 

please email: parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk 

If you have not already subscribed to receive an email reminder when a new update to the 

newsletter is available, you can subscribe here. 

Church and Parish Office Opening Times 

St Oswald's Church is OPEN daily from 10am to 5pm 

• Bell Ringing Practice: Wednesday evenings from 19.30 to 21.00 

• Choir Practice: Friday evenings from 19.00 to 20.00 

The Parish Office is open: 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 

Telephone: 01335 343052 

If you need a priest urgently, please call 01335 664159. 

Pastoral Contact 

If you would like to contact a member of the clergy team to discuss any pastoral matter please 

telephone 01335 664159. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=1
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/groups/
https://parishoffice@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://ashbournechurch.kit.com/493548d9e1


Find Us on Instagram and Facebook 

To keep up with the latest church news, please follow us on our Facebook Page. 

We now have a new Instagram account too.  

The Future of our Churches 

I’ve been praying a lot as I get ready for our Visioning Awayday on Saturday 7 March, from 10am 

to 3pm at Hulland Ward Village Hall. Lunch is on us – and there's still time to sign up!  Please do 

so by Monday 3 March so we can plan lunch.  

As I pray and reflect, a few questions have come to mind that I’d love for you to think and pray 

about, too.  

• Remember a time when you felt engaged, alive, and motivated by what was going on at 

one or more of our churches. Who was involved? What did you do? What happened?  

• At the present time, what is it that excites you about ministry at our churches?  

• When you think about how our churches have related to our communities, what do you 

think has been most important?  

• When you are at your best, how do you express God’s love and mercy to those outside 

the church?    

• Make a wish for the future of our churches. What would the churches look like in five 

years if it all came true? In ten years’ time? In twenty?  

• How can we live, starting tomorrow, as if it were already true?  

Your voice is important, and I hope representatives from each of our churches will be present 

that day. As we pray for our churches' work and witness, also pray for our schools and 

communities that they may experience God's love. If you're unable to attend, please pray for us 

as we gather. You might want to close your time of prayer with:  

Lord Jesus, give us your vision for the future of our churches. Guide us in sharing responsibility, in 

caring for those in need, and in reaching out to those who don’t yet know you. Help us to be a 

people of faith and action. Amen.  

We commit ourselves to the service of all our churches. Give us the faith to see the possibilities 

before us and the courage to explore the avenues of service waiting to be explored. Take what 

we are and direct what we would be, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Blessings, 

https://www.facebook.com/ashbournechurch
https://www.instagram.com/ashbournechurch/
https://forms.gle/s3fL8VCBFPUT5SBh8


Dwayne 

 

Read Ministry Thought for the Week on the website. 

 

 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=3


Services 

Weekly Online Service 

Each week a recorded service is prepared which can be streamed from the Ashbourne Group of 

Churches website. 

The service is normally recorded in one of the churches in the Ashbourne Group on the 

Thursday prior to the Sunday. 

Recorded Services 

This week's recorded service can be downloaded using the following link: 

Holy Communion for Lent 2 from St.Oswald's 

The next recording will be a Holy Communion service and will be recorded on Thursday 5th 

March at St Mary's, Mappleton starting at 10:30am prompt. 

Everyone is welcome to join the recording. 

Ashbourne Group of Churches  - Services 

Find Services and Events in the Calendar 

All of the Ashbourne Group of Churches services can be found on the website in the Calendar. 

You can also see forthcoming events taking place in Church and in the Church Hall. 

Sunday 1st March - Second Sunday of Lent 

09:15  - Holy Communion, St Peter's, Snelston 

11:00  - Holy Communion, St Mary and St Barlok, Norbury 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 8th March - Third Sunday of Lent 

09:00  - Breakfast Church, St Oswald's 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Choral Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 15th March - Mothering Sunday 

09:15  - Family Service, St Peter's, Snelston 

09:15  - Family Service, St Mary's, Mappleton 

https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=4
https://youtu.be/m1Eq482HLGE
https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

11:00  - Family Service, St Mary and St Barlok, Norbury 

18:30  - Evensong, St Oswald's 

Sunday 22nd March 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

16:00  - Songs of Praise, St Peter's Snelston 

(There is no evening service at St Oswald's) 

Sunday 29th March  - Palm Sunday 

10:30  - Holy Communion, St Oswald's 

18:30  - Tenebrae, St Oswald's  

Monday 30th March  - Easter Monday 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 

Tuesday 31st March 

18:30  - Compline, St Oswald's 



Breakfast Church 

 

Messy Church - Save the Date 

Save the Date! We are very excited to announce the launch of Messy Church at St Oswald's on 

Sunday 26 April from 4-6pm. Messy Church is an all-age worshipping community that focuses on 

creativity, hospitality, and celebration. It offers a relaxed, hands-on way for families to explore 

Bible stories through crafts, games, and food, aiming to make faith accessible to everyone. All 

are welcome! 



 



Music at St Oswald's 

 



Choral Scholarships 

 



Readings 

March Readings 

 

1st March: Lent 2 

 

 



Romans 4:1-5,13-17 

Paul writes to the Christians in Rome before he visits them. He  reminds them that Abraham, the 

great hero of faith in the Hebrew Scriptures, was chosen by God, not because of his deeds but 

his faith. 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 

what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.’  Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 

But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 

righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 

his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 

the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; 

but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order 

that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 

of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God 

in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 

exist. 

John 3.1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 

can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, 

I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said 

to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born 

from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we 

know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son 

of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he 



gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him.’ 

Something to think about 

John, alone of the Gospel writers, recorded the visit of Nicodemus, a Pharisee, who asked Jesus 

a question. The conversation that  followed relied heavily on their knowledge and use of the 

Hebrew language. The word for ‘again’ sounded very similar to the one for ‘from above’.The 

‘lifting up’ of Jesus on the cross was a parallel to Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness 

to save the people from a plague of serpents. 

Collect 

Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in the Way may we come to share in the glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion 

Almighty God, 

you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 

keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; 

that we may be defended from all adversities 

which may happen to the body, 

and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Evensong 

Numbers 21.4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 

people became impatient on the way.  The people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For there is no food and no water, 

and we detest this miserable food.’  Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, 

and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.  The people came to Moses and said, ‘We 



have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the 

serpents from us.’  So Moses prayed for the people.  And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a 

poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’  So 

Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 

that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Luke 14.27-33 

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 

enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 

who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to 

finish.”  Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with 

twenty thousand?  If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and 

asks for the terms of peace.  So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not 

give up all your possessions. 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 

Those who are unable to be with us in church, including Diana & Edmund Urquhart, Linda Torr, 

Arthur and  Barbara Williams, the Reverend Joe and Mrs. Gillie Lister.. 

Those who are ill, especially Graham Price, Pam Phillips and Reina Hammond. 

The recently bereaved, especially the relatives and friends of Jennie Mitchell, Dorothy Tougher, 

Christine Broughton and Alan Wibberley. 

Areas of conflict: the Ukraine, the Middle East and too many others. 

Our local churches. 

Our Ministry Team: Dwayne, Maggie, Nigel  & Lynda 

 

See Readings and Prayers on the website. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/news?tagid=7


Activities at St Oswald's 

 

Notices 

Dates for your Diary 

• Saturday 28th February @ 09:30 - St Oswald's Walking Group 

• Tuesday 3rd March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

• Wednesday 4th March @ 10:00  - Carers Count 

• Tuesday 17th March @ 16:00  - Ossie's Kitchen 

Get Involved 

• Saturday 7th March @ 10:00  - Hulland Ward Millennium Hall  - Visioning Awayday 

• Sunday 22nd March @ 14:00  - St Oswald's Church  - Retreat in Daily Life closes 

• Saturday 1st August  - Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

See Forthcoming Events on the website. 

https://www.ashbournechurch.org.uk/calendar/


Rachel Knight, Curate 

Rachel will be arriving at St Oswald's in late June as Curate. We look forward to welcoming her. 

We asked Rachel to tell us a little about herself. 

About Rachel 

Hello, my name is Rachel, and I'm very excited to be coming to Ashbourne and the villages for 

my curacy and to be working with Rev'd Dwayne and you. I've been living in Warwickshire for 

the past 28 years and have had many jobs over that time from Care Assistant to Library 

Assistant and Social Care Support Worker to Community Development Officer. I'm passionate 

about people and I'm really looking forward to getting to know you all.  

I'm married to Alan, and I have two sons and two stepdaughters, most of whom have grown up 

and left the nest. I have a little dog called Bella who, despite being a Chihuahua, is very friendly 

and loves cuddles and fuss. 

I've been studying for the past 2 years at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, just outside of Oxford, and 

have been living there half the week and then back in my current home of Hillmorton in Rugby 

for the rest of week. I serve in my local church when I'm not at college, so it works out to be a 

full-time course.  

Church-wise, I come from a varied background, initially born into and raised as a strict Baptist, 

then spent my older childhood and teens in a lively but conservative CofE church, then in my 

young adult days we went to an evangelical church as a family for a while before settling into 

our local village parish church. I've been in rural ministry for most of my adult life and am used 

to multi-parish benefices and juggling different priorities. I'm also very happy in a variety of 

worship styles from very liturgical and choral through to worship band and drums! 

I think I come with a variety of skills and experience, having been a churchwarden for several 

years during an interregnum and spent many years in community-facing roles. But mainly, I'm 

eager to know what skills and gifts you have and how I can help you know God more and fully 

inhabit the person God calls you to be. 

Rachel 



 

Palm Sunday Dramatised Reading 

On Sunday, 29th March we will be following our Palm Sunday tradition of a dramatised setting 

of the Gospel read by members of the congregation as part of our morning service. This year, it 

is based on the Gospel according to St Matthew. Anyone is welcome to take part and a sign-up 

sheet will be available in the South transept on Sunday, 1st March for those interested.  

I plan to hand out the scripts on Sunday, 15th March after Morning Service and also arrange a 

brief practice before coffee on 22nd March. If you have any questions in the meantime, do 

please speak to me at church or contact me on 07969 989818.  

Look forward to seeing you! 

Debbie Ashton-Cleary 



 

Lent Lunches - Dates 

Thursday 5 March  - Methodists 

Thursday 12 March  - Elim 

Thursday 19 March  - Elim 

Thursday 26 March  - All Saints  



 

Ozzie Bears 

Just look at these amazing bears that have been knitted and a big ‘thank you’ toeveryone who is 

currently knitting Ozzie Bears. Just look at these ‘beauties’ 

We give every child an Ozzie Bear at their Baptism and of course they are the stars of Teddy 

Parachuting in June.  

Patterns in the Edward Bear area in Church. 



 

1 - Rosemary Warner 

 

2 - Nancy Mackman 



 

3 - Nancy Bell 

 

We are in need of more knitted Ozzie Bears! 

Ozzie bears are given to every baby that is Baptised here at St Oswalds. Ozzie Bears are also the 

best flyers in town! 

We sell them at Teddy Parachuting for £2.50 and they ‘fill the skies’ with their aeronautical 

expertise. 



If you have time to knit, patterns for these beautiful bears are in the Edward Bear Area on the 

children’s altar. 

Thank you 

Lindsay 

Date for your Diaries 

Teddy Parachuting: Saturday June 20th between 10.00 - 12.00 noon.  

Bring teddies, Octonauts and Dinosaurs! 

Bringing Purposeful Lives to Others 

I so want to bring to your attention the ongoing work that Gillie Lister and her husband, Joe, are 

doing in supporting TWAM but also in the making of beautiful bags from the materials donated 

in some cases to Aquabox in Wirksworth, who at present have all they need.  

Peter Walker 

 

 



Message from Gillie 

I have been making these  bags for TWAM for a long time. Joe and I came across Tools With A 

Mission (TWAM) when we were in Zambia in the late 1990s and early 2000s. TWAM is a Charity 

based in the UK creating vocational empowerment training and tools for a sustainable living for 

many in Zambia, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Malawi, the D R C and Burundi. 

Volunteers in this country collect tools, anything from screwdrivers to sewing machines and 

more. They are refurbished before being sent out to Africa to students who complete their 

training, at various  centres in their own country.  

One student we might call Nicolas who was given Carpentry training at an orphanage, then 

Business Studies skills; he was then given a carpentry tool kit. Nicolas could have easily become 

a street kid and turned to crime if it wasn’t for TWAM.  

Diane had to drop out of school, another ‘student’ but was offered a dressmaking course and 

was given a sewing machine and a sewing kit. Her income now supports herself and her family. 

The bags I make from the fabric so generously given hold sewing kits and knitting kits and some 

small tools. The fabric needs to be strong cotton of any size, dressmaking or furnishing (not too 

thick), any colour. 

And how you can help me! 

I also need sewing thread, half used spools are most welcome and flat tape or ribbon 1/2” —15 

mm. Many thanks for all your support and help on this journey. Should you be able to help, then 

please leave such items in the blue Acquabox and Peter and Lindsay will ensure I get them.  

Thank you again for your understanding and kindness. 

Gillie and Joe Lister 

Ashbourne Rotary Easter Egg Appeal 

Easter is a time of hope and celebration, and you can help make it special for children in Ukraine 

by donating a medium sized chocolate egg. For many, this may be their only Easter treat. 

With your support, we can make sure as many children as possible experience a little bit of joy 

and normality this season. 

If you could drop them off at David Neill Mica on Compton or Cornerstone Coffee Shop by 10 

March 2026 we can then get them to Ukraine by Easter. 



 



Quiet Day 

 

East Midlands Young Adults Pilgrimage to Taizé 

The Diocese of Derby, along with the Dioceses of Leicester and Lincoln, has come together to 

offer a Pilgrimage to Taizé for young adults aged 18-35, which will take place from August 1-9 

this year.  

Taizé is an ecumenical Christian community in Southern France which produces the beautiful 

contemplative worship music familiar to many. Its mission is to reach young people throughout 

the world.  

https://www.taize.fr/en/


If you are interested in spending a week camping with a global and monastic community, we will 

be making this pilgrimage together, travelling and camping as a group from across the East 

Midlands. The trip will cost approximately £350, and priority is given to young adults aged 18-35.  

For more information, contact the Rev’d Dwayne Engh by email: vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk. 

To book, click here. 

 

https://vicar@ashbournechurch.org.uk/
https://learn.lincoln.anglican.org/learning-resources/east-midlands-youth-pilgrimage-to-taize-2026/


Ashbourne Singers  - 21st March 

 

Walking and Rambling with St Oswalds 

St Oswald's has a choice of two walking groups. 

The Ramblers group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month, starts walking at 10.00am and 

covers approximately 5 miles. 



The Walking group meets on the last Saturday of the month, starts walking at 9.30am and 

covers approximately 10 miles. 

Ramblers Group Dates (All rambles start at 10 a.m.) 

• Monday 9th March 2026, starts in Millers Dale car park at 10:00 

Walking Group Dates (All walks start at 9:30 a.m.) 

• Saturday 28th February 2026, starts in Monyash village at 09:30 

• Saturday 28th March 2026 

Gill 

Email : paulgillelliott@outlook.com 

St Aelred's Pilgrim Trail 

The walking group have decided on their challenge for 2026.  We are going to walk the St 

Aelred’s Pilgrim Trail from 1st to 8th May 2026.  This is a 41 mile pilgrimage linking the 9 

churches of Upper Ryedale and Helmsley with Rievaulx Abbey. 

Aelred of Hexham was a Cistercian monk and from 1147 – 1167 he was Abbot of Rievaulx.  He 

wrote on Christian friendship and was gifted with wisdom to lead. 

 

Giving and Donations 

Donate to St Oswald's 

If you would like to set up a regular payment to St Oswald's Church then you can do so through 

the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS).. You can find out more information on the PGS website where 

you can also set up a regular payment. 

Alternatively you can telephone the Parish Giving Scheme on 0333 002 1260 to set up a payment. 

(The PGS code for St Oswald's Church is 120612186). 

https://paulgillelliott@outlook.com/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashbourne-st-oswald-ashbourne


 

Give a Little 

St Oswald's church is open every day of the week. If you would like to make a donation to the 

work of St Oswald's Church you can do so from the Give a Little website. 

 

Easyfundraising 

St Oswald's Church is registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE 

donations for us every time you shop online. Since joining we have raised over £400, and that is 

with only 27 supporters. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It ’s completely FREE 

and only takes a moment. You can find our easyfundraising page by >> CLICKING HERE 

 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/fe31ad06-1a7e-48cf-a239-871c41a4f052
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stoswaldspcashbourne


Safeguarding 

Keeping People Safe 

We are committed to ensuring that our church is a safe place for everyone and take the 

safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very seriously. We adhere to safeguarding rules 

laid down by the Church of England and the diocese of Derby. 

Report a Safeguarding Concern: Protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults is the 

responsibility of us all, whether they are in the communities in which we live or part of our 

Christian family. If you have a concern about a child, young person or adult who may be at risk 

of harm please speak to the parish safeguarding coordinator. 

The contact details are: 

Celia Dickinson, Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) 

Mobile: 07754 883935 

If you have concerns about a member of the clergy or an employee of the church please contact 

the Diocesan Safeguarding. To confidentially report a safeguarding concern please complete 

the Safeguarding Concern Form or call 01332 388678. You can also report any concerns to the 

Police or Social Care. The important thing is that your concerns are shared with someone in a 

position to help. 

https://derby.anglican.org/en/report-a-safeguarding-concern.html
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